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READER. 
nga He Contrariant Principles, and Diſſen- 
ting Intereſts of the Men of this Aze 
ee 94 Nition, have previiled ts Dine. 
Pdf der the Cruſnres which. ſ\me Mens, 
Ls Dewviſes 4nd Praftices bave toy well. 
Deſervedi By meanes of wh:ch they 
have taken the confidence to Diſcower thoſe" Latent 
Indinations , which they ſometime concealed for fear 


of the Areopapites. | 
Two Notable Faftions have lift np their Heads t 


the apparent Danger of Government, Virtue , and 
true Religion. The one of theſe call 'all Matters into 
O veftion, and ſo Diſcard ib: Duiy of Man-kind ; 
Pyrrhon is their old Maſter , whoſ: Creed they pro- 
eſs in bis own termes. He gon» odetpaces Srewls Sr 


. Y » \_ »/ 4 54 ” 
ew as nei- .WIxew are dou 5 T2 xd ney. 
gave out that ther - bekin Agar 3nfog 


tber Gord, nor Evil, 7uſt, volt Us mev1TR TS; 24s; 4 . 
or unjuſt ; nothing was re- airs Diogen. Leert. iu vita 
ally fo, only by law and cu- "FOO | 
ame ſomewhat was approved , and ſomewhat di- 
ſtaft:d, or Decryed;, Th:fe are, and ne:ds muſt be 
| 54 open 


To the Reader 
open Atheiſts , impudently Profane , antl Grdſ# Bl 14 
{pb:mers of God, and all Virtne. © | - 
' To theſe I ſay, | that they Negrade their own Na- 
Aures, and if they ſay true, are not Men , to whom 
conſcience doth as certainly bclong as any'other power 
of Rezſon ; and they are only Serpents , the (ubill:ſt 
of all the Beaſts of the Field, theugh in Mans like- 
neſr. The Fabrick of Heaven and Earth 3s thi 
great ſtanding Miracle which muſt convince them of 
an Eternal Power and God-head. But if this bave 
ns' Effe& , Divine Mercy will bawe no further trou- 
ble with them ; they are Anathema Marenatha al- 
ready, aud ſhall ſoon fee! the Fury of that God whom 
they will not know : In the mean time it may be he 
will bring down ſome of theſe Nebucadnezars to ghe 
Baſeneſs of all Innominy , ani to-Graze with the 
Heard till they know that the moſt High Reignes, and 
doth whatſoever be pleaſetb.: The Lord Reigrs. 
The other ſort are of thoſe who banih of the ſharp- 
neſs of their Wit, and their abſolute. liberty of Will, 
both which make them in their can Opinions at leaſt, 
Ethereal Genii, and-in the Dzalett of the Stoicks, 
ſuch 8s may compare with Jupiter bimſelf ; for they 
tell us, that they are ſo Intirely at their own conduCi, 
and choice, that Godcarnot Trterpoſe , or alter them, 
but by that wery at , be wiolates tbe Right of their 
Natures,and operibrows the Order of Humanity , ſo 
that they are neither praiſes worthy for well-doing nor 
Ft puniſhable for Miſdemeawors, __ May 


To the Reader. 


Many of this ſort bid Defyance to the others,and 
would be thought like Atlas, to hold up Heawen with 
their ſhoulders ; they lay the Foundations of Nature, 
Society, Equity, Purity , and Pitty , and challenge 
their Adwverſaries to Duel them therein. But while 
they go not forth to Battle in the ftrength of the 
Lord of Hos, they have not I think, been ſuccesful 
in their Encounters , as the buge increaſe of Infidelity 
ever ſince this Conteſt began, will bear Witneſs, Let 
me ſay ſomewhat of the preſumption of theſe Men and 
ſomewhat of their Principles. | | 

I acknowledg it is a Worthy Endeavour, and De- 
ſerves all the learning of this , or any other Age, to 
Diſcover the ftability and reditude of Moral and 
Chriſtian Principles : But .as it fares in Naturals, 
that no man knows the Work of God ro Perfefion, ſo 
is it undoubtedly in Spirituals : It is neceſſary then 
that they which undertake this Work be heartly 
bumble,that they ſeek the illumination of the Glorious 
God, and have well-beliewed, and learned th:mſelwes 
what they would teach to others ; Otherwiſe their 
own miſconceptions of the things they would Evi- 
dence, their imperſe& Ratiocinations concerning 
them, will as they bave done, Embolden their Ad- 
verſaries to-conclude , that their probable Aſſertions 
bave derived their Reputation, as it were whclly from 
the Politick Councels of Princes, and the Craft of 
Prieſts. Thus we ſhall make ſbort Wotk,, and at ogce 
burn our Ethicks,and onr Bibles, At 


To the Reader, 
. As totheir Principles : I affirm that to the beſt of 
my Underſtanding , they which Afſert an Ungewer- 
nable and Incontroulable Liberty, are as. Dangeraps,, 
though are Enemies of God , and true Righte- 
onſneſs ; The Difference 3 nat ſo gregt as may ſeem, 
for ove, part deny's the pore of God, the other. his 
Grace * One Afﬀronts the Article of Credo in Deum 
Patrem, 8&c, Creatorem Czl1 & TFerrx, the other 
Ciſavow's Credo in Spiritum .Sanctum., Tea [ 
proteſt it to be Diſhonourable to God, unbecoming big 
Wiſdom, to beſtow his Grace upon thoſe that Declare 
they need it not ; Tea it is Hypocrifie for them to ask 
it, and contrary to ihe Tenor and Oeconomy of the 
Goſpel. The Atheiſt will be Wiſer than Chriſtiani- 
ty ; the Libertine will not be bebold:n te Chrift : both 
theſe I bold equally falſe, perilous, aud impu- 
dent. | 
I leave them then to conſider, 1. If it were not ing 
d:ſcretion and weakneſs in God moſt Holy (T ſpeak as 
a Man) to make ſuch Creatures as Angels or Men, 
if according to theſe Mens ſuppoſals , he could. not 
Gow:rn them, incline alter them,and have bis Ends 
upon them, It is below the Wiſdom of ſuch . Men 
as you, or my ſelf,t» make any thing, if we had poet, 
an4give it ſuch, excellent Liberty as ſhould. ſet it out 
of our Reach, Dominion, or Controle ; Wherefore 
It is impoſſible with me to. Believe that God bath 
done ſo, —þ | 
2.. If 


To the Reader. 

2. If Man have ſuch power and liberty as God 
cannot touch or intermeddle with , then % all Religi- 
on and Righteouſneſs the proper fruit and prod} 4 
our Sole Pabovrare, which he that ſaith,muſt needs 
forget, or never have underſtood what he ſpeaks of ; 
For be that hath attained to pure and undefiled Re- 
ligion, behaves bimſelf Really and HontSiy, thongh' 
wot perfefly fo as the Unſearohable Wiſdom of Gud: 
bath nothing to find fault with, hath arrived to the 
Life, Goodnefs, and Fl [ineſs of God , bath ſo Re- 
conciled himſelf to bis Majeſty. , thet' be bath no Ofe 
fence or Enmity againſt bim : He that Beliewss that 
be can” perfornr all this without Heaey-nlybelp is net- 
ther acquainted with Ged'or Mmm; He Abandons bis 
Crextor to-keep Hogs and Sheep, t0 «we Prowz, 
dence. abvite Beaſts, Birds, and Fiſhes ; But 5" 
for the great Man himſelf, be is &v39[feccrdg,urif Sau, © 
duretyaidos, duTouTd. 

3 If God doth not concers hitzſelf with-the'fhee in- 
ward Actions of Men , all the Minifters of Religion 
muſt forthwith ceas, for then they are but Vain and 
Hypocritical: If no Virtue Deſcend from the Almigh= 
ty by them, what do they pretend to ? I know not, and 
leazethe.canſid:ration of it to them that do. 

B»th th-ſe grand Viſcarriages which I have now 
ſpoken of, proceed not from Phlegmatick and Plebojan 
Sold; bh are the deadly Weeds thai grow in buſte 
and aſcending minds; this Poyſon is not Expreſſed 


from 


| To the Reader. 
from the ſinpiſying Hemlock , but from piercing , en- 
terprifing, ſublitfate', and is moſt Diſpleaſing to that 
high God, 'who. moſt of all bateth Spiritual Wicked- 
neſs. Some might bappily ſuppoſe that when I was 
to ſpeak to'a Society of ſuch Learned Men, I ſbould 
bave Courted them with a Panegyric of Arts and 
Knowledge , that it became me «)g{wias mw Th 
with tbe Fellow in Athenzus : But [ thought it my 
Wiſdom and Duty rather to profit, than pleaſe you, to 
ſpow the uſe and danger of abuſing what you have, 
or might bave, than puff you up with a Vain Opinion 
of it. 

For this end and purpoſe , being deſired to Allow 
Copies of what I ſpake to you , I was content to ſuf- 
fer all to be made Publick, I Beſeech therefore the 
Father of Lights, and God of all Grace ts make ita 
Bleſſing to thoſe that ſball peruſe it, 
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6 Paul (hoſe: oo Forun- 
der af Happy:Memory would have 
as bear”, bſciic himſelf a great 
Linguiſd (x Cor. 14.8.9) Tibank, 
my God 1 ſpeak, with Tovgues more 
| then you all ; and ſince! the; Wit- 
dom of the Prince is well diſcerned linchofing a 
ble- Miniſters and Inſtruments for his Buſineſs, 
Chriſt che-King ob Kings , and the- wildom' of all 
the Wiſc;; gives us to anderftand ithae. for Intel « 
le&uals, Morals, Spirituals,and Fidelity ip the'af© 
of them all; never ay exceeded or 'equalte@ this 
Mans, for for to: him! he committed > that- truſt, 
which wasformidable even to Angels; he; ſeat of 
them 11woy: a righteous , bucſorrowfut Soul;/:x6 
B 


cncgu- 


[2] 
encourage a fearful minded Man, to ſtrengthen a 
ſtapgering Faith ;, they had but one particular, lit- 
tle Work to do, mult ſay no: more then the per- 
ſon 1 and preſent wc required , and. flee up a- 
gainito, their Heavenly Habirations. Buggur Apo- 
£1 ſay-the forndations of LAN! Rach 
and holine(s for al] Generations , to give an Ex- 
ample in himſelf, a repenting finner,of doing and 
ſufteriog according to the perfe& Will of God, 
and'to tranſa& the Aﬀaics-of the 'KingJome:. of 
Heavert with all the World. : 

I cannot ſurmiſe then Reverend and Learned 
Fathers and Brethren , that any of usſhould be ſo 
ſick of an.evil gg, a windy conceit , or haugh- 
ty preſumption of our ſelves, as to deſpiſe \the 
counſel, or practice. of ſo great a Maſter in things 
both Humaneaond Divine + He did not mount up 
aloft, and fing to himſelf; he did not.pleaſe bim- 
ſelf with the Muſick of his own Notes ; he did not 
ſo far forget himlelf as to think his own thmgs 
were for his own Ute and Admiration , but pro- 
ſtrated all at the feet of the Lord Jeſus maine Hymn 
Auk Thy xorcle Fulxe,) T thought them all, {faith he, loſs for 
C a per P 

It you look back upon the a%x what things 
they were he made (o light of, they ſeem no way 
contemptible : as ( 6) He was Circumciled the 
Eighth day; hewas carly and dulyConfecrated to 

a eh Gcd 


(3;J7 
Gol like Iſzac the'Son of the Pronnſe 3! he-was 
taken into'the Coyenant'/ and founder the Co- ! 
verture of Gods mercy , and under the' influence 
of his Grace. (2.) He was of the ſtock of Iſra- i 
el, a Legitimare'Son of the Holy Seed, borninghe” 
Houſe of God, had right to all the Ordinances & 
Promiſes of God + Of this the Antient Jew boa- 
ſted more Warrantably, then any one nov can of 
his Family , or Honourable Anceſtors, (Row, 94 
4.') Whoſe-are the Fathers, and of whom as concer- 
ning the fleſh Chrift came,who 3s cy:r"all God bleſſed 
for ewzr. (4. ) Ofthe Tribe of Benjamin, that is 
one of the moſt innocent and beldved Families6f 
the Patriarchal Race ; not by the Concubine;, or 
Bond-Woman , but by the lawtu'l Wite, and 
Free. | | | 

Not by the deſpiſed and ſuborned Leah, butby 
the cbolen and: beloved Rachel ; of a Country 
which lay not far from the Holy City, andthe 
"Houle of its God, and (o fir ro enjoy the Society 
of Holy Prophers, Prieſts, and Peers,and hear the 
Wiſdom and determinations of their QractesyFor 
the thire-line of irsDiviſion ran. throughthe ſtreets 
of Jeruſalem, theugh the Temple was.in Fudah. 
Diviſa erat Vrbs(Hierſoiym.) inter Tribttm 
Judz &-» Benjaminis. 

Proceſſitq; linea diſterminans per ipſum atriun 
Templi,” Gloſs, in Sanhedr, | | 
B 2 4. de 


[4] 
(45): He: wasari Hebrew of the Hebraws : z'of 
Holy Barents'otr both. Sides': 'no / proſyte , 'hor 
of later Inſtirution;'but bred up from-his Infiney 
inthe knowledge of the Law by - thoſe that ' had 
Learned it hoagtives; wa rhe firſt Riidiments of 
things.” 7! 
It you ak "wy it eduld bet ? when as he »r6fe 
ſes himſelf a free Roman by breth, 22 AGv' 28: 
Photans the Leattied Patriarch of Conftatttinople 


tefolves you" well 
" moans oor H1; Father was = 


xaples lg raailet, mi mtg xou- in Giſchala, a petty 
Ketoar) mere x Mfr Gxs, ic-Pher, Town of Benjamin, 


in Epi. Exjchem, Ceſar, Archiopilc, Pre cartied Captive 
with his Wifeinto Cilicia, 'where he Seated him- 
ſelf 11 Tarſus, and obtained the priviledge of a 
Roma. Sooh (aſter this- (it is'like ) he had this 
Song whohath been'a Gltorions' blefling to all 
fucceeding AgesIf ydd fay, Sed gennr& prouves wk 
que non fecimnrs ipſt, Vix eo noſtra voco , Marky 
our "Apoſtle was by EleQion and Inherent Virtue. 

9. As toth> Law he was'a Phariſte z he choſe 
the ſiraiteſt Seb of profeſſion, 493926: 52H Ma- 
ſter was Gawmaliel of Teruſaltn | 'one'of the Ho- 
celteſt Men,and profoundeſt Scribes of the: $ anhe- 
drin. 

(6.) As'to-bisZexle, indeed he pate th 
Church ; which miſtake of his had* like "tb have 


coſt 


5 3 
coſt him-the favour of Gad ; butt before Men, bath 
this Excuſe and Mitigation thar he meant to: wp»: 
hold and fecure that Religion which he wala 
Originally trom God himſelf: 7) 4 anGtony 

(7-). As tothe righteouſneſs-of the Lat "i 
was blameleſs: No;Religion- can ſave that Man 
who-doth notlive by the Rule and NireRion».of 
it; he doth but weakly -receive his owan Faith; 
who doth 'not Addreſs and Conform his Life 4c-* 
cordinply ;'We ſhall be found vaine boiſters; Tf 
we'magnific the reaſonableneſs of our Religion, e 
- when we diſavoy it in our praQtice. Clemens” of 

Alexandria hath Taught us well; Pirtag wa 4 b-, 

nibix otphbSaux  : the Office and Bufi- ' | 
neſs of Faith ts to beget a new heart 
and life. Figs 6 of mxpx0x' mms magnlonds Tas | ” 
xtecdHrrzy. He is a believer that obſerres this 
things which God hathdefiveredco him; -* 

[And what hath he delivered us, but (ate mR 
gud TH Koro ga tra TAY mWgeyyehuaoy ) his holy Comman- 
dements, which if we keepnot,'we'as perrainly' 
believe, that God will refufe onr Souly, ” 

You ſee then what Ad vantages our Apoſtle had 
natural, and rational, civil, andreligious; the pa-- . 
rallels of which, moſt of us, I truſt, have had by 
the glorious Grace and Donatibi bf Cod Xois. 
an Fatly Baptiſm , were born 'Children of” the 
Chusch, had our Edueation where Learning and 
virtue 


b Clem. 1 Sox: 
.. nat. 1. 2, 


wS 


[ 6 3 
virtae-is-profelſed, bad the lively Oracles of Cod, 
newfCitizens, at leaſt for a time, of no meane 
City«- I with from my Soul now, that there be no 
profane perſon among us as Eſau,who by a naugh- 
ty lif& and behaviour b!emiſhes ch&Gites of God, 
his worthy Maſters,and his own Education, 
0: Peve30'ca ot wwora da Grolduey Toi, pero Tt neoregmiinas 

: 7 Oi\950Pey TRAvAeruioxor, Kot & Tex, THT? hIevG by Mya xol 
amads'fro7 mteyzag. Origen. lib. 1, Contra Celſum. 

But .if there be , and theſe Favours of God are 
beſtowed on him in vain, and his Pearls are tram- 

led under foot, let ſucha one bear his own bur- 
then,, and his Iniquity will be heavy upon his 
head e Yet doth'not his Abuſe detraft any thag 
from the things themſelves, but they remain, not 
Taurguliay, AM" Gras ugit-anBag night, NOK IN appearance 
only, but verily, and in truth great Gains+ Is. it a 
mean Advantage to be able to converſe with all 
the Warthy Souls inall parts and Apes. of the 
World? Nothing to enjoy Conference with the. 
.. Hero's paſt, and dead,and yet without Necroman- 
cy? Tobein the Roman Senate, and hear the 
Maſculine Eloquence af Cicero, who made them 
yield to him, to whom all the World ſubmitted 
it ſelf, is this of novalue? You may Accompa- 
ny C.efar in all his Expeditions and viGories , and 
knowthe Caball and Intrigues of ſo wiſe a Com» 
mander ; but-above all, tobe privy to rhe Wif- 
dom 


[7 ] 
dom of God; to underſtand:the.Reſentiments and 
holy afteQions of thoſe who had his maſt familiar 
Inſpirations, how Glorious is this? - What a rai- 
ſing Education ! Is it a mean Opportunity to 
Rand next to Heaven Gate, to hear the Son of God 
call, come yeand Inherit Eternal life ,” to have 
him reach forth his hand to puF us up. to him-,- if 
we do not wickedly ſcorn and refuſe fo ſtupendi- 
ousa Grace? .If I ſhould ſay more, which is not 
| hardtodo, we would be: rather puffed up then 

Edified ; for theſe External prwiledges do caſt'y 
beget nmeivwy $ cage, a confidence in our (elves, 
and in our God wot: what! Lev me rather ſay, 
what kind of Gains theſe chings are, that we-may 
underſtand our ſelves and them, with their-Nature 
and Ute: | 

And 1. They are T& Anu rather Capacities 
then perfeCtions,, rather foundations then ſuper- 
ſtructures; they are excelleat Inftruments if held 
by a Wile and provident hand. 

2, Theyare 7 pic xa} mic , things of a vari- 
able and middle nature, which may be uſed well 
or ill, according to the diſpoſition and prepara- 
tion of him that hath them; they are like [the 
Sword which may Kill our Enemy, or Wound our 
Friend*; not like the T& jaws 13; caragias which you 
read of-Hebr: 6.9. the things that contain Salva- 
tion, which include 1t, which will bleſs and ſan 


fie 


[$J 
fie thoſe that _e oy pairing them allured ly 
unto God. : 

Jo They TIES ſuch gifts of God, a 
flow'from his Bouncy and good Will to us; 
though they ate not'the peculiar [Inheritances, of 
the'Thildren' of the Kihgdorh , yet are they faire 
Legacies which any one would be glad to bave 4 
Shame then muſtcover their faces who have had 
the Key of Knowledge, and the Inſtitution'of the 
Wife; "ab yet have not profited thereby, May 1 
not fayto ſome of you'; What bath.the: Chutch 
- of Nation, your company or Relations been the 
better for you) Or 'what you have been Learn» 
Ing with Mi much paines and patience ? May 1 not 
take-nip/that of Sr: Auguitim againſt you? Sur- 
gunt IndoGi gh» rapiunt Celum, ſed nos cum DoGris 
ns in Gebennam detrudimur: The uplearned take 
Heaven by violence, and you and all your Learn- 
ing are thruſt into: che Dungeon of utter Dark- 
neſs. Verily theſe things were Ganis.,.a great and 
fair Eſtate ; 'but if We have miſpent chem, We 
ſhall give an Account to God , who knoweth the 
Worth and Weight of his own Talents. 

T come now to the maine Aflertionof the Apo» 
ſle, and the Text, That as great as all thele things 
are, 'He, and fo We muſt count them all loſs for 
Chriſt Jeſus. He ' doth not require ns to loofe 
them '; for Chriſt Aſcended up on High, and be- 

; ſtowed 


[ 9] 
beſtowed theſe and {uch like Gifts on Men,fot the 
Edificatian of his body, which is the Church; and 
he doth not now mean that we ſhould throw them 
all away, as ſome in this Maleyolent and per-- 
yerſe Age underſtand it : the Scholiaft hath well 
attained the meaning of the Apoſtle, ovy #naZz ha 
Tn io & U5 naxizoyG} Tv vine. He ſpeaks not fimply, 
when he directs us to to count all lofs for Chriſt ; 
as if he meant to revile the Law of God, 
his Gifts and Favours, as the Marcionites 
of old Conſtrued him. &m 75 ng yer 
ormgiozi xe gation ,Cither in compariſon with Chrift 
they are lols, orelſe in Oppoſition they are not 
Worthy to appear. 

" 1; In compariſon of him ; though theſe thirgs 
have their Worth, yer if you reſpe& votgyr ri 
yew r, theifar more excelling and tranſcendent 
Knowledg of the Lord Jeſus, they are meer drols 
and dung. And now Brethren, I wiſh we may all 
appear to be true Scholars of St. Paxl herein y'Ye 
have heard his #auunel auer his paſt , and preſent 
thoughts,and what he ever reſolved to think, that 
all theſe things, yea, if they were a thouland 
times more Worth, are not yet Worthy to be 
Named with him , ro be had or held if Chriſt be 
in the Counterpoiſe : Sequinturne patrem non paſ- 
ſibus £quis © Do we follow this Father and In- 
ſtruQer in Jeſus, though with little In[xs we take 
| C ſhorte 


Occumen, 
in loc, 


[ 10] 
ſhorter ſtrides, and prove (ſomewhat behind ? -In 
Chriſtian (ſimplicity and verity if you do not look 
upon Chriſt as the Sun in the Firmament”, as one 
that infinitely outſhines all other olittering Excel- 
lencics,you are unworthy of him ; let me add,(o 
unworthy you are, that your Ingratitude will 
conſtraine him to With-hold the bleſling of all 
from you , and the reproach you caſt upon him 
will kindle his rightcous Indignation againſt your 
Souls; yea your Parts and Ornaments of Wit 
Art, Learning are Curſed to you, and Curſed be 
they all, it you exalt them above and againſt the 
Lord Jeſus our precious Saviour. 

The grand Importance and Conſequence of this 
Argument hath conſtrained me to urge and pro- 
voke you a little for your good with theſe honeſt 
Interrogatories, 1. Is Chriſt the end of all yout 
Accompliſhments ? He is indeed the Alpha and 
Omega, the firſt and the Iaſt , the beginning and 
end of all things, but do you intend him ? do 
you aime at him? do you count that all things 
are impertinent and vain that an do 'not Mini- 
ſter to him? - do you reckon that you are fruſtra- 
ted in all your labours, if you have lindeed the 
Reputation of Eminent, Learned, and Eloquent, 
but Jeſus Chriſt is not ſanCified , nor ſatisfied in 
the Salvation of his Redeemed ones? if the Lord 

Chriſt be principall, and all Joſs in compari- 


{on 
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ſon of hirh, he muſt'thus be the end of all. 2. 


you Do bas look npon allyour Ornaments and Acquis 


ſitions but as'meanes to this our end? In heart 
and conſcience do we thus apprehend ? do We 
thus Operate? do we promote with the grea- 
teſt Zeal and Diligence thoſe things that lye nea- 
reſt to the heart of the Lord Jeſus, and are more 
precious to him than his blood ? do we labour in 
our places and degrees that the people which be 
hath purchaſed may beredeemed from under the 
power of Satan? do we delight in ſcaling to 
them the love of God, and the conſolation of 
the Spirit ? 
Do we Intend with Zeal and Heartineſs = 
Men ,aaawnobay would turn to Chriſt , and give 
him the glory which belongs to him ? do We 
Intercede for them with God when they fin, as 
thoſe that are truly toucht with the diſhonour and 
lols of Chriſt himlelf? Is it our care in all our 
difcourſe, private, or publick', to ſhew forth the 
unſearchable Riches of his Majeſty? If Chriſt benot 
the next end of our callings, yet ishe the real and 
ultimate end of our converſation ? If ye ftudy the 
knowledge of the Laws, 1s it your principal 
aime that judgement and juſtice may be imparti- 
ally Adminiſtred, that the Oppreſſed may be de« 
livered, that we may all live in Godlineſs and Ho- 
neſty to the praiſe of Chriſt ? Is it not rather that 
C 2 you 
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you may get Wealth , Reputation, and viftory, 
while Chriſt and his Members bleed and: periſh ? 
It you beſtow your ſclves upon Nature, is it your 
buſivels to Advance the publick Good of Man- 
kind , and like Compaſſionate Samaritans to ſet 
tree thoſe whom Satan hath bound in manifold 
Intirmities ? If ye be Gentlemen of Eftate , do 
you imploy your Authority, Intereſt, Wealth, and 
Power to Iacourage the Profeſtion , Ordinances, 
and Pcople of Chrift ? If Citizens, and Traders, 
Is it your care that Faichfulneſs, Juſt dealing, Equi. 
ty and Love may appear in all your Matters, and 
this for Chri$Þ hiz ſake, who hath called us to be 
Brethren ? It not Sirs, we pervert the Text , we 
difavow the Apoſtle, we looſe our wghe-in Chriſt, 
we count that heis butlols to us while the World- 
is our Cain. If we do not thus aime at the Lord 
Jeſus, he is but light with uz in the Scales of com- 
pariſon. 

I proceed now ro the 2d. Particular from the 
ewracs to the meydiCir to fee if we reckon all but 
loſs for the Lord , when he is ſet in Oppoſition 
with other things : When Chriſt is ſet before us 
on this Hand, and the World with all its Glortes 
on that , what do we choos ? whom db we fol- 
low ? what do wehold ro? We ſhall deſpiſe one 
to give content to the other; and Ipray Brethren, 
Where are our Hearts? God hath as I may fay, 


Fur» 
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Furniſhed usTables with Royal Daintyes;He ſets 
before us his owa blood, and the fleſh of his Son, 
a Feaſt which the Arch-Aagels of Heaven are not 
Invited to in like fort : But there are Acoros alſo 
ro be picked up, ard the ſauce Fruits of the Hedges 

As We feed, as we chooſe, ſo We diſcover our 
Nature and Appetite. Do we then, Chritian 
Brethren , as the children of the Kingdom, as thoſe 
that are of a Celeſtial and Divine Race, (do We 
I ſay) feaſt our Souls with Gods precious Manns, 
the things of life Eternal ? Do-we not rather with 
Kites and Vultures fly upon the Carrion ? do-we 
not hunt as the Swine that we may glut our (elves 
with the craſh and offal of this World? do we 
not glory in our hearts how much. Wiſer we are 
than our Religion? do we not look down from 
our high contemplations , and deſpiſe the poor 

cople who ferve the Lord Jeſus in Humility, Sim-" 
plicity, and the loſs of all things ? do We not re- 

Joyce in a Criticiſm more than.in aSacrament?have 
We not more Inward SatisfaQton in little Expe- 

riment about matter , and motion, thanin the 

Sandtification of the Spirit, and having our Names 

Written in the Book of Life? Whar is our Ele- 

meat my Friends? Where are we moſt our ſelves? 

Had we rather be in the company of the Holy Je- 

{us, and doing his Work, than vending our ſelves 

as Acute and Learned ? Lbeleech you by the Mer- 


cies 
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Ces of God, let ns lay our hands upon our hearts; 
Und ask within doors if theſe things be not too 
true with many of us ; Chrift. ought to have had 
the preferehce ; he is the Altar that muſt Sindifie 
our Gold, our Giits, and Parts, I meane, or they 
will neyer find acceptance before the Throne of. 
God. 

-- That this may be more cffeCtual , let me pres 
ferit you with a few Conſiderations Relating here- 
to, andI havedone.' 1} Know that Chriſt 1s Wor- 
thy of af the Intereſt that he claimes in your 
Hearts and'Study's ' nfider the Dignity of his 
Perſon « Weventure for him, We yield all to 
hit,” by whom all things were made in Heaven and 
Earth, wiſtble or inviſible, whether they be Thrones, 
or Dominions, Principalities, or Powers , and be 3s 
before all things, and by him all things conſiſt, 1 Coll. 
16, r7, Think upon the Endearments of his 
Grace, the Zeal of his Love and Sufferiogs , thar 
he might bring us into Friendſhip and Favour 
with God. Oh how nearly doth it concern us 
co get into his love, that we may live with God! 
Whether fall we if Chrift be not our Friend? how 
do theſe things touch us to the quick, to the fleſh, 
and to the bone, yea to the marrow,and the Spi- 
rit ? One day ſure the Acceptance and Favour of 
Chriſt Feſus will be ſomewhat Worth. What is 
there then ofall the Worldly Gauds and Glories 
that 


[65] 
that you can ſet up as a Rival againſt his Glorious 
Majeſty ?,For what things will ye part with your 
Immortal Hopes in him} How eaſe, me thinks, it 
15 to the believing ſerious Soul to ſcorn and tram» 
ple upon all thoſe things which ye have ſometimes 
called Temptations? How reaſonable is it to 
boaſt inthe Lord, and ſay, What ſhall ſeparate 
us from the Love of God in his dear and bleſſed 
Son? 2. It Chriſt have not the Headſhip and 
Dominion, he will blaſt the glory of all our Ex- 
cellencies, and tarniſh the beauty of them. 

If we provoke him to jealouſie with our parts, 
wit, learning , his Indignation like a Canker will 
quickly Eat up ourſpringing Hopes and Glories. 
It hath been Obſerved always chat the moſt preg- 
nant Wits in ourSchools of Language, have notpro» 
ved the moſt Subſtantial in our Univerſities, & the 
forwardeſt there alſq have not been the moſk ſer- 
viceable in the Church,or Nation; they have been 
as Trees Tranſplanted out of our Nurſeries which 
do not proſper accordingly in the Orchard where 
they ſhould bear Fruit : When as in the Interim 
many Obſcure and Unobſerved Souls have come 
forth from their Privacies like the Great Gregory 
from Nazianzum, a poor Country Village-in Cap- 
padocia, who have been the Wonders of the Age, 
and the Glory of the Church + This comes to paſs 
not only from the divers Natures of the Wit, Ca- 


pacity, 
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pacity , and Abiliries which are proper to the (e. 


veral Studies, Imployments, and Exctellencics; 
nor miecrly that certain IntelleQs arrive to Ripe- 
nels in their proper periods, before which they are 
harſh and unſayory ; but chiefly and moſtly by 
the bleſling of Pod upon their humility , pati- 
ence, and Integriby : -When as the others ea 
boaſted too much of the Texis [anbens that Envi- 
raned their Temples, and have Adored too. much 
the brightneſs of their Intelleftuals« Chriſt was 
not, conld not be pleaſed chat his Servants ſhould 
count theml(elves his Betters, that they ſhould Bee 
live they knew what was Wiſdom . better than 
himſelf ; they have it may be with Herod re- 
ceived the Applanle of them that cryed out, Nec 
ox hominem ſonat | the voice of God , and not of 
mar! Thus the Angel of the Lord had (ſmitten 
them with diſhonor ; they bring to God the Sa- 
crifice of Cain, whoſe Error was of Old thought 
to be, that wheg;he ſeemed to bring ſomewhat 
to God, yet, ooMnach tos himſclt; for ye Read, 
(Gen. 4. 7.) after the Septnagint thus : £2 nay 
nooCertyuyr, oft As wy Athy , © ages 5. It thou haſt 
brought a right and worthy Offering to God, but 
haſt not divided Right 4 between him and thy 
ſelf) baſt thou not ſinned ? To this Reading agree 
both the Samariten Text, and the Targum of Hie- 
r«ſalem, though the Hebrew Bibles, and thoſe that 


arc 
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are derived thence havenot the Words 4 The 
belief or Tradition of Antient times ſeems to have 
been, that in the Mincha, or Meat-Offering 
which Cain bronght to the Lord , he took too 
much for his own Portion ; wherefore God thac 
hath no pleaſure in the Illiberaflle Sacrifices of 
Churls, who think that all is coo much which is 
beſtowed upon him, had no Reſpe@ to him , and 
refuſed to teſtifie his Acceptance by ſending down 
fire upon the Altar. But is"not this our vwn caſe ? 
have we. not counted that Chrift in Humility, 
Simplicity,Self-denial;”Meckne(s, and Holineſs is 
but loſs,while the Reputation of Men, the praiſe 
and profit of the World have been thonzh: all 
the Gaine? What do we then bat ſer the Cele- 
ſtial and Royal Diadem of God upon our own 
Heads ? ſhall he Incourage vs in ſo Horrible a 
Sacriſedge ? (hall he contribute co his own Diſho- 
nour ? 2, 
3/y. It all be not loſs for Chriſt with us, he 
may juſtly leave all our Parts and Ornaments to 
be our Infelicity , and the Bane and Milchiet of 
thoſe that converſe with us. If unbred Sou!s com- 
monly prove bruriſh, incorſfi lerate, ſtubdorn, and 
rofane ; no lefler or lighter Ditcaſes attend chote 
that have been quickned by Scudv, Exerciſe, and 
Education. The moſt (pritely and vivacious Wits 


have al wayes proved-moſt Ungovernable,the moſt 
| Turbulent 
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Taorbulent SabjzeQs ig che Mm , the moſt Peſti. 
leat Heriticks in the Chureb , che worſt Friends, 
the worſt Neighbours, the worſt Husþands or 
Maſters to their Relations and Familics.. ©. The 
Men of middle capacity and Rature of mind have 
in the interim been ſucceſsful in their Aﬀairs, 
peacable in their Neportment, treatable by theic 
Allyes, and moretrnly profitable to the. World., 
In Ten years there have been more Frayes: aud 
Sedirions + one City az Florence , than in hve 
hundred among the Swi zers and Griſons, people 
of a ſlower Genius, and awanee Mettle, But what 
need we go lo far for Examples? See we not a- 
mong our ſelves, what the Audacious Wits . of 
Men are daily endeavouring and practifing ? do 
we not ſee how our Capitones, Men of great and 
buſte Heade,cannot be at reſt, but they enterpriſe 
and examine every thing , and can fufternothing 
to ſettle? how do they as with battering Rammes 
ſhake, undermine, demoliſh the very fences and 
foundations of Nature. Policy , Piety, and Socie- 
ty ? They cenſure and judge of every matter;and 
what they have not ability to comprehend , or 
humility co ſubmit to , they deſviſe as weak 
and imperfect, or will not Reverence as 
Holy. 
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Contra Cel/um. 


While ſome be Wiſer chan Chriſtianity ,- 0- 
thers wiſer than the Laws , and a!l thereſt 


;wiſer than their Teachers and Governors, we for- 


get our (elves, and become Reprobate in our 


Manners and Converſations, N»b3s obſequii gls- 


ria relicia oft, Curn. Tacit. The glory of yeilding 
Obedience ro.chole that are over us iFour proper 
Virtue and Eminence. What now is the cauſe 
ofall. this Dilorder?. Learning? Knowledge ? 
Wiſldcme ?« God forbid thar we thou!d have 
{uch a Thought in ovr Hearts! God never 


gave Underſtanding to Men to do them *Mil- 


cliief, no more than day-|1ght to Blear our 
Eyes : But the Miſchief is, that we Eate more 
treely of the Tree of Knowledge, than of Lite, 
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that we have knowledge in Superproportion to 
our Humility , felf-denyal;, Modeſty',. and San- 
Qity ,* and fo thar Suh which ſhould Enlighten 
our Earth, by our [1] condud& fers it all on fire, 
and then inſtead. of counting all or Wiſldome 
loſs for Chriſt. we are left to the tyranny and ſedi- 
tion of our Thoughts. 

If we give not Chriſt the preeminence , 
our Rebellious Aﬀec@tions will pollute and de- 
prave or Judgements : This Honourable. City 
which Traines up ſo many Youths: to Learning, 
hath notin my Opinion been ſuitably Happy in 
them. The reaſon of which ( beſides the fore- 
aſſigned) 1s like ro be, that the Luxary and ma» 
ny vices of the place like Il] .Weeds grow up 
wich the Corn, and choak it that nothing comes 
ro Perfection. By theis Meanes they who ſhould 
have by their Studies made themſelves ſerviceable 
to the Lord Jeſus, become but more Ingenu- 
ouſly wicked. Ah! fad concluſion of ſo much 
Goodnels of God ! To conclude , Learning is 
both Profitable and Honourable, it is the light of 
our F yee, the Guide of our Lives, the proper Ex- 
cellency of Humane Nature: But if it claime 
precedence of Chriſt, though We were Angels of 
Heaven, it would bring us down to Hell :- Take 
therefore the good Countlel of the bleſſed Apoſtle 
1 Cor. 


( ar. } 
Let Chrift be wade unto us 


x Cor, 1. 30. 31. 


of God, Wiſdom, and Righteouſneſs, and SanSife- 
cation, and Redemption, and let bine that Glories 


glory in the Lord. 


